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commercial intercourse with Antwerp early in Elizabeth's
reignx doubtless raised hopes of an independent trade,
though the statement that a company of Levant merchants
existed as early as 15672 appears to be based upon a mis-
apprehension 3. Towards the middle of the reign plans for
resuming trade with the Levant were revived in earnest.
The growing enmity of Spain must have impressed upon
English merchants the danger of depending for their market
in Eastern commodities upon channels which were con-
trolled by the national enemy ; and the enterprise of the
Venetians and the French, who had already established
trading relations with Turkey, served to excite their emula-
tion 4. There are also indications of a political motive: in
the opinion of the French King " not commerce, but some
deeper design, was at the root of the Queen's action ", and
it was believed that she contemplated an alliance with
Turkey against Spain 5.
Two London merchants, Sir Edward Osborne and Richard
Staper, sent out agents to Constantinople in 1575 to procure
a safe-conduct for William Harborne, Osborne's factor, who
made the journey thither three years later and received a
grant of privileges from the Sultan in 1580 6. Armed with a
1 Supra, p. 199.
*  Scott, Joint-Stock Companies, ii. 83.
8 In Cotton MS. Nero B., xi. ff. 321-328 b, there is a document dated
April 18, 1567, and signed * William Garrard, Rowland Hayward, Gover-
nours '. The Catalogue of the Cotton MSS. (1802) described this document
as * Instructions of the Governors of the Levant Company * to one of
their Agents. But there is, I think, no doubt that the description is in-
correct. Garrard and Hayward were the governors of the Russia Company ;
Rowley, the agent named in the document, was the Russia Company's
chief agent in Russia at this period ; and the document itself (which is
printed in Early Voyages and Travels to Russia and Persia, Hakluyt Society
Publications, ii. 206 seq.) deals mainly with Russian affairs, though there
are references to Persia, in which the Russia Company was deeply interested
(see supra, p. 328}. Mr. F. Wormald of the British Museum informs me that,
in concurrence with this view of the document, the entry in the Catalogue
has been changed.
Further, ' the traffic of the Levant Seas ' in 1566 (referred to in Scott,
op. cit. ii. 83, note 4) alludes, as the context shows, to Italian traffic, not
English : Hist* MSS, Comm. Salisbury, i. 341.
*  Monson, Naval Tracts hi Churchill, A Collection of Voyages and Travels
(1704), iii. 443.
5  Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th ser. v. 5.   This was
the Spanish belief, according to Harborne's account: ibid. 22.
6  Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations (ed. 1904), v. 168, 178.